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USDA Forecasts Kentucky Corn Production Higher, Soybean Production Lower 
 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Kentucky corn production is expected to increase, while soybean production is forecast lower according to 

the Crop Production report issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  

 

“Weather conditions have been generally favorable for crops this summer,” said David Knopf, director of the NASS Eastern Mountain 

Regional Office in Kentucky. “Flooding took some acreage in July and disease pressure has been higher, but 2016 is shaping up to be 

a good year. “  

 

Corn production in Kentucky is forecast at 247 million bushels, up 10 percent from the previous crop.  Yield is estimated at 175 

bushels per acre, up 3 bushels from the 2015 level.  Acres for harvest as grain were estimated at 1.41 million acres, up 100,000 acres 

from 2015.  The U.S. corn production is forecast at 15.2 billion bushels, up 11 percent from 2015.  Based on conditions as of August 

1, yields are expected to average 175.1 bushels per acre, up 6.7 bushels from 2015.  Area harvested for grain is forecast at 86.6 million 

acres, unchanged from the June forecast but up 7 percent from 2015.   

 

Soybean production for Kentucky is forecast at 85.9 million bushels, a decrease of 3 percent from 2015.  Yield is estimated at 48.0 

bushels per acre, down 1.0 bushels from a year ago.  Acreage for harvest as beans was estimated at 1.79 million acres, down 20,000 

acres from the previous year.  U.S. soybean production is forecast at 4.06 billion bushels, up 3 percent from last year.  Based on 

August 1 conditions, yields are expected to average 48.9 bushels per acre, up 0.9 bushels from last year.  Area for harvest is forecast at 

83.0 million acres, unchanged from June but up 1 percent from 2015.   

 

Kentucky farmers expect to harvest 30.3 million bushels of winter wheat during 2016. The expected crop for 2016 would be down 

6 percent from the previous year. Growers expect a yield of 74.0 bushels per acre, up 1.0 bushel from 2015 and unchanged from July. 

Farmers expect to harvest 410,000 acres for grain. Winter wheat production for the Nation was forecast at 1.66 billion bushels, up 

21 percent from 2015. The United States yield is forecast at 54.9 bushels per acre, up 1.0 bushels from last month and up 12.4 bushels 

from last year. The expected area to be harvested for grain or seed totals 30.2 million acres, down 6 percent from last year.   

 

Kentucky burley tobacco production is forecast at 114 million pounds, up 9 percent from 2015.  Yield is projected at 1,900 pounds 

per acre, up 100 pounds from the 2015 crop.  Harvested acreage was estimated at 60,000 acres, up 2,000 acres from last year's crop.  

For the burley producing states production is forecast at 150 million pounds, up 4 percent from last year. Burley growers plan to 

harvest 78,900 acres, unchanged from 2015.  Yields were expected to average 1,900 pounds per acre, up 66 pounds from last year. 

 

Production of Kentucky dark fire-cured tobacco is forecast at 25.7 million pounds, down 19 percent from the previous year. Dark 

air-cured tobacco production is forecast at 11.3 million pounds, down 18 percent from last year.  

 

Production of hay by Kentucky farmers is forecast to be down from last year.  Alfalfa hay production is forecast at 608,000 tons, 

3 percent below the 2015 level.  Other hay production is estimated at 5.06 million tons, unchanged from last year. 
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CROP PRODUCTION SUMMARY, AUGUST 1 

KENTUCKY AND UNITED STATES 

Crops 

Area Planted 1 Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production 

2015 2016 2015 2016 2 2015 
2016 

2015 2016 
Jul 1 1 Aug 1 2 

KENTUCKY   

 
(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 
(bushels) (bushels) (bushels) (1,000 bushels) (1,000 bushels) 

Corn 3 

Soybeans 3 

Wheat, Winter 34 

1,400 

1,840 

560 

1,500 

1,800 

540 

1,310 

1,810 

440 

1,410 

1,790 

410 

172.0 

49.0 

73.0 

-- 

-- 

74.0 

175.0 

48.0 

74.0 

225,320 

88,690 

32,120 

246,750 

85,920 

30,340 

 (1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 
(tons) (tons) (tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) 

Hay: 

    All 

    Alfalfa 

    Other, All 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2,370 

170 

2,200 

 

2,360 

160 

2,200 

 

2.40 

3.70 

2.30 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

3.80 

2.30 

 

5,689 

629 

5,060 

 

-- 

608 

5,060 

 (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Tobacco: 

    All 

    Burley 

    Dark-Fire Cured 

    Dark-Air Cured 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

72,900 

58,000 

9,900 

5,000 

 

74,200 

60,000 

9,500 

4,700 

 

2,055 

1,800 

3,200 

2,750 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2,034 

1,900 

2,700 

2,400 

 

149,830 

104,400 

31,680 

13,750 

 

150,930 

114,000 

25,650 

11,280 

 UNITED STATES 

 (1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(bushels) (bushels) (bushels) (1,000 bushels) (1,000 bushels) 

Corn 3 

Soybeans 3 

Wheat, Winter 34 

87,999 

82,650 

39,461 

94,148 

83,688 

36,538 

80,749 

81,814 

32,257 

86,550 

83,037 

30,176 

168.4 

48.0 

42.5 

-- 

-- 

53.9 

175.1 

48.9 

54.9 

13,601,198 

3,929,160 

1,370,188 

15,153,472 

4,060,188 

1,657,440 

 (1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 
(tons) (tons) (tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) 

Hay: 

    All 

    Alfalfa 

    Other, All 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

54,437 

17,778 

36,659 

 

56,127 

18,065 

38,062 

 

2.47 

3.32 

2.06 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2.50 

3.40 

2.07 

 

134,388 

58,974 

75,414 

 

140,480 

61,507 

78,973 

 (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Tobacco: 

    All 

    Burley 

    Dark-Fire Cured 

    Dark-Air Cured 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

328,650 

78,900 

17,850 

6,200 

 

319,150 

78,900 

17,150 

5,900 

 

2,178 

1,834 

3,144 

2,750 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2,184 

1,900 

2,822 

2,461 

 

715,946 

144,675 

56,125 

17,050 

 

696,880 

149,910 

48,400 

14,520 

 1 Commodities with estimates not available are (denoted by "--").  2 Forecasted.  3 Area harvested represents grain.  4 Includes area 

planted in preceding fall. 



  

  

Overview of the United States Cattle Industry 
 

Cattle production is one of the most important industries in the United States, accounting for $78.2 billion in cash receipts, ranking 1st 

during 2015. This represents 21 percent of the Economic Research Service's (ERS) forecasted total cash receipts of $377 billion from 

agricultural commodities in 2015. Corn being the United States 2nd largest cash receipt forecasted at $47.2 billion in 2015. Modern 

beef production in the United States is a highly specialized system that spans from cow-calf operations that typically graze pastureland 

to cattle feedlots focusing on finishing cattle on grain for slaughter. In 2015, the beef industry saw the first increase in cattle and 

calves production since 2011, producing 41.5 billion pounds, a 3 percent increase from 2014. Total cattle and calves inventory as of 

January 1, 2016 was 92.0 million head, also 3 percent above previous year. 

 

The Overview of the United States Cattle Industry report provides an official periodic review of changes in the United States cattle 

industry and its impact on cattle supplies and disposition. Additionally, this report gives a brief overview of survey and estimation 

procedures as well as terminology used in the National Agriculture Statistics Service's (NASS) cattle publications. The 2016 

Overview of the United States Cattle Industry report will highlight data from NASS' annual Meat Animals Production, Disposition, 

and Income report, the January Cattle inventory report, monthly Cattle on Feed reports, monthly and annual Livestock Slaughter 

reports, along with the Census of Agriculture. Also, it will take an in-depth look at the United States imports, exports, cattle life cycle, 

and weather conditions. 

 

Full National Release: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/USCatSup/USCatSup-06-24-2016.pdf 

 

 

Milk Cows & Milk Production, Selected States & U.S. 

Preliminary April-June, 2015 - 2016 

State 
Apr - Jun Milk Cows 1 Apr - Jun Milk Production 2 

2015 2016 2015 2016 16 % 15 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Head Million Pounds Million Pounds Percent 

CA 

IL 

IN 

KY 
MN 

MO 

OH 

TX 

VA 

WI 

US 

1,778 

95 

181 

62 
460 

88 

267 

462 

92 

1,279 

9,321 

1,771 

94 

184 

58 
461 

88 

266 

465 

90 

1,279 

9,327 

10,652 

498 

1,024 

289 
2,413 

370 

1,409 

2,656 

461 

7,375 

53,720 

10,396 

498 

1,049 

284 
2,471 

360 

1,419 

2,715 

446 

7,697 

54,351 

0.98 

1.00 

1.02 

0.98 
1.02 

0.97 

1.01 

1.02 

0.97 

1.04 

1.01 
1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 

  
Livestock Average Prices Received 1 2 

Commodity 

United States 

Jun 

2015 

May 

2016 

Jun 

2016 

 $ / Cwt. $ / Cwt. $ / Cwt. 

All Hogs 

    Barrows & Gilts 

    Sows 

All Beef Cattle 3 

    Steers & Heifers 4 

    Cows 

    Calves 5 

59.90 

60.80 

36.80 

155.00 

156.00 

113.00 

292.00 

57.20 

57.50 

49.00 

128.00 

129.00 

79.60 

173.00 

60.60 

61.00 

49.20 

125.00 

127.00 

80.90 

168.00 

 1 U.S. prices based on data provided by USDA AMS. 2 Only full 

month prices published starting in January 2015. 3 "Steers & 

Heifers" and "Cows" combined. 4 500 lbs. and over. 5 Under 500 

lbs. 

Crop Average Prices Received 1 

Commodity 

Kentucky U.S. 

Jun 

2015 

Jun 

2016 

Jun 

2015 

Jun 

2016 

 $ $ $ $ 

All Corn (Bu)23 

Soybeans (Bu)2 

Winter Wheat (Bu)2 

Hay, Alfalfa (Ton) 

Hay, Other (Ton) 

3.88 

9.95 

(4) 

210.00 

105.00 

4.08 

10.70 

(4) 

220.00 

110.00 

3.59 

9.58 

5.20 

178.00 

127.00 

3.82 

10.20 

3.97 

142.00 

116.00 

 1 Only full month prices published starting in January 2015. 2 

Includes contract sales paid during month. 3 Includes yellow and 

white corn. 4 Kentucky is a minor State, not published separately. 

 

 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/USCatSup/USCatSup-06-24-2016.pdf


  

  

2016 AGRICULTURAL CASH RENTS 
 
Cash rent for Kentucky agricultural cropland for 2016 was $143.00 per acre. The bordering states of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and 
Tennessee had cropland rents of $221.00, $192.00, $150.00 and $97.00 per acre respectively. California led the nation with $309.00 per 
acre for all cropland. The national cropland average was $136.00 per acre, down $8.00 per acre from 2015. 
 
Pasture cash rent for Kentucky was $27.00. With regard to pasture cash rent in neighboring states, Illinois was $36.00 per acre, Missouri 
was $32.00 per acre and Tennessee was $20.00 per acre. The national pasture rent was $13.00 per acre, down $1.00 per acre from 2015. 
Variation between the states was significant. Iowa had the highest pasture rent at $52.00, while Arizona reported pasture rent at $2.00 
per acre. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cropland Rented for Cash: Average Cash Rent per Acre, 2012 - 2016 

by Selected States and U.S. 

STATE 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

 Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kentucky 
Missouri 

North Carolina 

Ohio 

Tennessee 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

US Total 

212.00 

175.00 

130.00 
110.00 

70.50 

122.00 

91.00 

49.00 

(S) 

125.00 

223.00 

192.00 

149.00 
121.00 

77.50 

139.00 

92.00 

52.00 

(S) 

136.00 

234.00 

195.00 

148.00 
132.00 

84.50 

144.00 

101.00 

56.00 

40.00 

141.00 

228.00 

197.00 

148.00 
132.00 

88.50 

150.00 

101.00 

57.50 

40.00 

144.00 

221.00 

192.00 

143.00 
129.00 

83.50 

150.00 

97.00 

57.50 

40.00 

136.00 

 (S) Insufficient number of reports to establish an estimate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Internet Access: Data including this report are available free of charge on our Internet homepage located at http://www.nass.usda.gov/ky. Links to the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture, the University of Kentucky Agricultural Weather Center and other web sites related to Kentucky Agriculture are also included. National & 
State reports and data are available on the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service homepage located at http://www.nass.usda.gov/ 
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